Derivative scores from site accessibility and ranking of miRNA target predictions.
In the present study, we define derivative scoring functions from PITA and STarMir predictions. The scoring functions are evaluated for up to five selected miRNAs with a relatively large number of validated targets reported by TarBase and miRecords. The average ranking of validated targets returned by PITA and STarMir is compared to the average ranking produced by the new derivatives scores. We obtain an average improvement of 13.6% (STD∼5.7%) relative to the average ranking of validated targets produced by PITA and STarMir.